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JULY-APRIL SEED EXPORTS TOTAL $262 MILLION 


SUMMARY 


Exports of U.S. seeds for planting totaled $262.2 million during the 

July 1982-April 1983 period, 7 percent above a year earlier. Vegetable seed 
exports totaled $95.2 million, a 9 percent increase over a year ago and made 
up over one-third of total seed exports. Forage seed exports increased 8 
percent over a year earlier to $59.6 million and corn seed exports were up 4 
percent for the first 9 months of the marketing year to $54.9 million. 
Exports of all seed for April totaled $31.6 million, 37 percent above April 
1982. 


Forage seed exports for the July 1982-April 1983 period totaled $59.6 million, 
8 percent above a year earlier. Exports of alfalfa and bentgrass have been 
slow, totaling $14.0 million and $2.8 million, respectively, down 18 percent 
each for the 10 month period. Clover seed has moved well this year, totaling 
$7.1 million through April, 43 percent above a year earlier. Ryegrass seed 
has also moved well, totaling $7.9 million, an increase of 19 percent above 
exports through April last year. Kentucky bluegrass seed and fescue seed 
exports are both above a year earlier, totaling $6.6 million and $6.1 million, 
respectively. Canada continues as the largest market for U.S. forage seeds 
with exports totaling $11.7 million through April, 23 percent above last 

year. Japan was the second largest destination for forage seed shipments with 
export declarations valued at $7.6 million through April, 9 percent above a 
year earlier. 


Vegetable seed exports were active during April with shipments valued at $11.9 
million, 19 percent above April 1982. Shipments for the July 1982-April 1983 
period totaled $95.2 million, 9 percent above a year earlier. Largest 
vegetable seed export items were bean, pea and sweet corn which totaled $10.8 
million, $10.6 million and $10.5 million, respectively, for the 10 month 
period. Onion seed shipments have also been active, totaling $6.5 million, up 
34 percent above a year earlier. Japan was the largest market for vegetable 
seeds through April of this marketing year, totaling $13.2 million, 21 percent 
above a year ago. Shipments to the Netherlands have also been good, totaling 
$10.2 million, 62 percent above last year. Shipments to Canada and Mexico 
have declined, totaling $8.6 million and $8.2 million, down 12 percent and 23 
percent, respectively. 


Corn seed exports were up 4 percent for the July 1982-April 1983 period, 
totaling $54.9 million. Italy was the largest individual market with 
shipments totaling $16.6 million, slightly below a year earlier. The Mexican 
market has been active, totaling $8.7 million through April, 144 percent above 
last year. Exports to France and Japan increased 16 percent and 14 percent, 
respectively, totaling $5.9 million and $5.8 million respectively. April corn 
seed exports totaled $7.2 million; more than triple U.S. exports during April 
1982. 


Grain sorghum seed exports for the 10 month period were 7 percent below last 
year, totaling $19.7 million. Mexico was the principal market with shipments 
valued at $10.5 million. Soybean seed exports continued slow with $6.8 
million exported through April, 31 percent below a year earlier. However, 
Italy has been a strong market with shipments valued at $3.4 million, compared 


with $.1 million a year ago. Sugar beet seed exports totaled $3.3 million 
through April, 54 percent above a year earlier. Sweden received sugar beet 
seed valued at $1.6 million, almost half of U.S. sugar beet seed exports. 


Mexico was the largest market for U.S. seeds during the July 1982-April 1983 
period with U.S. exports totaling $32.7 million, 21 percent below a year 
earlier. Shipments during April to Mexico totaled $7.6 million, triple 
shipments during a year earlier. Shipments to Italy and Japan almost equaled 
those to Mexico, totaling $31.3 million and $31.2 million, respectively, for 
the 10 month period. The Netherlands and France were also good markets with 
Shipments through April totaling $18.1 million and $15.2 million, respectively. 


TRADE ALERT - 


France: Certified blue tag Westbred 911 variety wheat seed wanted for late 
September delivery to Saudi Arabia. Specifications are: minimum purity 99 
percent; minimum germination 95 percent; maximum moisture 12 percent. Seed 
should beed treated with Vitarax and Thiram and packaged in 50 kilogram jute 
bags with polyester coating. The shipment must be on pallets, wrapped under 
polyethylene sheeting. Certification includes: official certificate; producer 
certificate, analysis certificate. Quotations CIF Jeddah or Jamman (Saudi 
Arabia) should be submitted to : Bertrand de Reviers, Direction de la 
Cooperation Industrielle, Societe Nat'l EIf Aquitaine, Tour Aquitaine, Cedex 
4, 92080 Paris la Defense, France. Telex: 203 607F. Telephone: 33 (1) 
778-1415, extension 4065. 


Greece: Company in Athens which operates as agent for fertilizers, 
agricultural chemicals and non-ferrous metals wishes to buy unspecified types 
and quantities of grain seeds. Contact: Ms. Lena Deros, Sales Director, 
Hellas Trading Co., Skoufa Street, Athens 136, Greece. Telex: 216731 HELTA 
GR. telephone: 011301/1/3600705. 


Ecuador: Director of national program for development of south Ecuador 

Predesur) would like to import various seeds: hybrid corn; alfalfa; jojoba; 
vegetable seeds; pasture seeds including annual and ryegrass, tall fescue, 
orchard grass, ladino clover, Stylosantlas guyanesis; tree seeds including 
Pinus patula, Pinus caribea, Arancania angustifolia, Aracuaria o brasileness, 
A. espelendida, and Leucaena gigante. Contact: Dr. Jose Bolivar Castillo, 
Avenida Paquisha (Sector Norte), Casilla No. 373, Loja, Ecuador, Telex: 
4136-ED. Telephone: 962-090 or 960-784. 
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All World Grain Situation/Outlook Circulars are available at 9:00 a.m. of the day designated. All other 
FAS circular reports listed above are available after 3 p.m. on the day of release from FAS Information 
Services Staff, Room 5918 South Building, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250. 
Telephone (202) 447-7937. 


' Available from FAS, Information Division, Room 5918 South Building. 


2 Prepared jointly by USDA's Foreign Agricultural Service, Economic Research Service and the World 
Agricultural Outlook Board. Limited number of copies and subscription information are available from 
the World Agricultural Outlook Board Room 5143 South Building, Washington, D.C. 20250. Telephone 


(202) 447-5447. 


3 On day of release copies available from USDA Press Service. 
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The Foreign Agricultural Service issues a number of Foreign Agriculture Circulars during the year on various commodities 
and export services for the food and agricultural trade, as well as specialized publications pertaining to individual commodities. 


HOW TO ORDER: Check the title of each publication you wish to order. Remit a check for the total amount payable to 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on U.S. banks, cashier’s checks, or international money orders will be accepted 
in payment. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 

Information Division 

Information Services Staff, Room 5918-S 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Washington, D.C. 20250 


PLEASE ENTER THE NUMBER OF SUBSURIPTIONS DESIRED BELOW: SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
Domestic Foreign 
10002 WEEKLY ROUNDUP OF WORLD PRODUCTION AND TRADE 
(Current news items and statistics on various commodities and NO CHARGE 
summary of recent developments in world production and trade) 
10003 COFFEE (3 issues) $10.00 $15.00 
10004 COTTON (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 


DAIRY, LIVESTOCK & POULTRY: 


10005 EXPORT TRADE & PROSPECTS (8 issues) 20.00 40.00 

10006 MEAT & DAIRY MONTHLY IMPORTS (12 issues) 25.00 35.00 

10007 DAIRY SITUATION (2 issues) 5.00 7.00 

10008 LIVESTOCK & POULTRY SITUATION (2 issues) 5.00 10.00 

10009 ALL 24 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 55.00 92.00 

GRAINS: 

Midas ces na OOFO. SITUATION, OUTLOOK, STAT. REPORTS (18 issues) 40.00 75.00 
10011 EXPORT MARKET (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 

10013 USSR GRAIN SITUATION & OUTLOOK (12 issues) 15.00 20.00 
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10015 HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
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10021 WORLD CROP PRODUCTION (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 

10022 COCOA (2 issues) 5.00 7.50 

TOTAL REPORTS ORDERED TOTAL SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 
ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $ MADE PAYABLE TO FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE. 
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